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UPSHIRE PRIMARY 
FOUNDATION SCHOOL 

CHILDREN WITH HEALTH NEEDS WHO CANNOT 
ATTEND SCHOOL POLICY 

 
Mission Statement 
At Upshire Primary Foundation School, we aim to provide 
opportunities for the children to achieve their full potential 
academically, creatively, socially, physically and emotionally in a 
happy, supportive, caring and inspiring environment.  
 
 
School Vision  

INSPIRE*EXCITE*ACHIEVE 
Imagine an inspiring and exciting environment where learning 
happens because children want to achieve! 
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Aims 
 
This policy aims to ensure that: 
 
➢ Suitable education is arranged for pupils on roll who cannot attend school due to health needs 

➢ Pupils, staff and parents/carers understand what our school is responsible for when education is 
being provided by the Local Authority (LA) 

  
Legislation and guidance 
 
This policy is based on the following legislation: 

 The Education Act 1996 

 The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006 

It is also based on the following statutory guidance from the Department for Education (DfE): 

 Alternative provision 

 Arranging education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs 

This policy also follows guidance provided by our local authority. 

 
The responsibilities of the school  

 
Where a pupil is unable to attend school due to their medical needs, the school must be able to 
demonstrate that they have sought and followed advice from all relevant agencies, for example, if needed, 
Health, EP service, Inclusion Partner, Essex County Council Attendance Team and their SEND Quadrant 
team. The SENCo may be consulted for their advice on how best to manage the pupil’s needs, if the child 
has Special Educational Needs. This must be evidenced, where appropriate, using the One Planning 
process. All mental health requests must have oversight from the school SENCo and Senior Leadership 
Team.  
 
Schools would be expected to refer to the tool kit for schools that is available on the Essex Schools Infolink 
to assist with identifying how best to support pupils.  
 
The school, in discussion with health care professionals, may wish to prepare an individual health care plan 
to evidence how the pupil’s health needs can be managed in school – this should be shared with parents 
and the pupil where appropriate.  
 
The school will be expected to demonstrate that they have made all reasonable adjustments and followed 
any advice recommended by the services supporting the pupil. A referral for support from Education 
Access will then be considered. Any advice or guidance issued to the school and the school’s response 
should form part of the referral - this can be demonstrated using One Plan documentation or Health Plan 
depending on need. 
 
If the school makes arrangements  
 
Initially, the school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable education for children with health 
needs who cannot attend school.  
 
The persons in school responsible for making and monitoring arrangements are the SENCo and 
Headteacher 
 
The arrangements made will be made in line with the needs of the pupil. This can include, sending work 
home via our on-line learning platform or supporting the hospital teaching team with relevant planning.  
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/1751/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/alternative-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-for-children-with-health-needs-who-cannot-attend-school


 
 

4 
Children with Health Needs who cannot attend School: Upshire Primary Foundation School 
Written by:  Ross Jones – January 2025 
Review: December 2026 

 

The SENCo and/or Headteacher will meet with parents/carers to plan these arrangements together.  
 
School and family will work together to support the reintegration back into school for the pupil. This will 
involve a clear transition which will be planned with the parents and pupil. 
 
If the local authority makes arrangements  
 
If the school cannot make suitable arrangements, Essex County Council will become responsible for 
arranging suitable education for these children. This would involve a referral to the Education Access 
Team.  
 
In cases where the local authority makes arrangements, the school will:  
 

➢ Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and parents to ensure the 
best outcomes for the pupil  

➢ Share information with the local authority and relevant health services as required  
➢ Help make sure that the provision offered to the pupil is as effective as possible and that the child 

can be reintegrated back into school successfully  
➢ When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to: 

o Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the school, 
allowing the pupil to access the same curriculum and materials that they would have used in 
school as far as possible  

o Enable the pupil to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, invitations 
to school events or internet links to lessons from their school)  

o Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school  
o Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 

 
Monitoring arrangements  
 
This policy will be reviewed annually by Mrs Nicole Ward (Inclusion Manager).  At every review, it will be 
approved by the Governing Board. 
 
Links to other policies 
 
This policy links to the following policies:  
 
Accessibility plan  
Equality 
Supporting pupils with medical conditions 
SEND 
 
 
Confirmation this Policy in respect of Upshire Primary Foundation School has been discussed and 
formally adopted at a governor meeting on 16th January 2025 
 
 


